CUSTODIAL DEATH REPORT

Agency Information

CDR Number: 20-447-C

Version Type:

Report Date: 5/20/2020 1:23 PM

ORIGINAL
VERSION

Status: Submitted

Agency/Facility Information
Agency Name: Austin Police Dept.
Agency City: Austin

Agency Address: PO BOX 689001
Agency State: TX

Agency Zip: 78768

Director Information
Director Salutation: Chief

Director First Name: Brian

Director Middle Name:

Director Last Name: Manley

Reporter Name: Jonathan Herring

Reporter Email: jonathan.herring@austintexas.gov

Decedent Information

Identity of Deceased
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First Name: Michael

Middle Name: Brent

Last Name: Ramos

Suffix:

Date of Birth: 1/1/1978
Race:

Sex: Male

Black or African
American

Age At Time Of Death: 42

Date/Time of Custody (arrest, incarceration) (mm/dd/yyyy hh:mm AM/PM):
Date/Time of Custody or
4/24/2020 6:31 PM
Incident:

Date/Time of Death (mm/dd/yyyy hh:mm AM/PM):
Death Date and Time: 4/24/2020 7:26 PM

Manner / Cause of Death

Has a medical examiner or coroner conducted an evaluation to determine a cause of death?
Medical Examinor/Coroner Yes, results
Evalution?: pending

What was the manner of death? (select only one)
Homicide (includes
Manner of Death: Justifiable
Homicide)
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Medical Cause of Death:
Medical Cause of Death:
Multiple gunshot wounds

Had the decedent been receiving treatment for the medical condition that caused the death
after admission to your jail's jurisdiction?
Medical Treatment: Not Applicable

If death was an accident, homicide or suicide, who caused the death?
Law
Who caused the death?: enforcement/correctional
personnel

If a weapon caused the death, what type of weapon caused the death? (Hold CTRL to select
all that apply)
Type of weapon that caused
Rifle/shotgun
death?:

Was the cause of death the result of a pre-existing medical condition or did the decedent
develop the condition after admission?
Not Applicable;
cause of death was
Pre existing medical
accidental injury,
condition?:
intoxication, suicide
or homicide

If death was an accident, homicide or suicide, what was the means of death?
Means of Death: Firearm

Location / Custody Information
Custodial Death Report :: Page 3 of 7

Where did the event causing the death occur?
2601 S. Pleasant
Valley Rd

Street Address:

County: Travis

City: Austin
Zip: 78741

What location category best describes where the event causing the death occurred?
Location Category: Parking lot/garage

What type of custody/facility was the Decedent in at the time of death:
Police Custody
(pre-booking)

Type of Custody:

Specific type of custody/facility:
Specific Type of Custody/Facility:
Custody of Law Enforcement Personnel during/fleeing arrest

What was the time and date of the deceased's entry into the law enforcement facility where
the death occurred (mm/dd/yyyy hh:mm AM/PM):
Entry Date Time:

Entry Date Time N/A:

Where did the death occur?
Death Location: Medical facility

General Information
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Did any other law enforcement agencies respond to calls for service related to this incident?
Other Agencies Respond?: No

What were the most serious offense(s) with which the deceased was (or would have been)
charged with at the time of death?
Offense 1:
Evading in a Motor Vehicle

Offense 2:
Possession of a Controlled Substance

Offense 3:

Were the Charges::

Not filed at time of
death

What were the types of charges or reason for contact? (Hold CTRL to select all that apply)
Type of Offense:

Alcohol / drug
offense

At any time during the incident and/or entry into the law enforcement facility, did the decedent
display or use a weapon?
Decedent display/use of
Unknown
weapons:

At any time during the incident and/or entry into the law enforcement facility, did the decedent:
Attempt to Injure Others?: Unknown

At any time during the incident and/or entry into the law enforcement facility, did the decedent:
Appear intoxicated (alcohol or
No
drugs):

Make suicidal statements?: No

Exhibit any mental health
No
problems?:

Exhibit any medical problems?: No
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At any time during the incident and/or entry into the law enforcement facility, did the decedent:
Barricade self or initiate
Yes
standoff?:

Resist being handcuffed or
Yes
arrested?:

Physically attempt/assault
Unknown
officer(s):

Gain possession of officer's
No
weapon:

Verbally threaten other(s)
No
including law:

Escape or attempt to
Yes
escape/flee custody:

Attempt gain possession
No
officer's weapon:

Was the deceased under restraint in the time leading up to the death or the events causing the
death?
Under Restraint: No

Summary of Incident

Summary of How the Death Occurred: (max. 30,000 characters)
Summary:
On April 24th, 2020, at approximately 6:31pm, Austin Police Communications received a 911 call indicating a
male and female were sitting in a gold Toyota Prius at 2601 South Pleasant Valley Road. According to the
caller, the subjects appeared to be using narcotics. As officers responded to the area, an update to the call
indicated the male subject had a gun. Officers requested the assistance of Air 1 (helicopter) and K-9, but they
were not immediately available. Before arriving at the scene, officers stopped briefly to discuss their response
to the area and create a plan before attempting to approach the subjects in the vehicle. After formulating a
course of action, officers approached the area in marked patrol units. Officers strategically parked their patrol
vehicles, effectively blocking the exit and mitigating the risk of flight. Officers observed the Toyota Prius
backed into a parking spot in the apartment complex parking lot near the one-way entrance/exit. Officers
immediately commanded both subjects to show their hands as police communications identified the nature of
the call as "gun urgent." Officers continued to give verbal commands as both the male and female exited the
vehicle. Officers commanded the male subject to lift his shirt and turn around in a circle. The male subject
initially complied with commands but eventually became non-compliant and verbally confrontational. The male
subject began asking why officers had guns pointed at him and asked officers to put their weapons away. The
male subject walked back toward the driver’s door of the Toyota Prius and remained non-compliant and
verbally confrontational. The male refused verbal commands from officers to step forward and away from the
driver's door. Due to the nature of the call and the 911 caller’s information, officers had reason to believe the
Toyota Prius could contain a gun. Due to the male subject’s noncompliance and ability to possibly access a
gun inside the vehicle or on his person, officers decided to deploy a less-lethal munition to gain compliance.
The less-lethal munition struck the front of the male subject on the left side of his body but did not prove to be
effective as the male subject quickly entered the driver's door of the Toyota Prius. The male subject closed
the driver door and started the vehicle. Officers commanded the driver to turn off the vehicle but he did not
comply. Approximately nine seconds later, the male subject drove forward out of the parking spot. Fearing the
male subject intended to use the Toyota Prius as a deadly weapon, one patrol officer fired his patrol rifle,
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striking the male driver. The Toyota Prius collided with another parked vehicle in the parking lot and came to
a stop. Officers approached the driver, extracted him from the Toyota Prius, and began to apply medical aid.
Officers summoned EMS to the scene. EMS responded and transported the male subject to a local hospital
where he was pronounced deceased at 7:26 pm.
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